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SCIENCE
Basic and applied research for the 
benefit of society and industry

t h e  fac u lt y  o f  s c i e n c e
t h e  u n i ve r s i t y  o f  co pe n h ag e n



SCIENCE is Denmark’s largest natural and life sciences research and 
education institution.

Research conducted at SCIENCE combines cutting-edge basic research with that of an 
application-oriented nature through which society may directly benefit. The research consists 
of a variety of natural and life science disciplines which span across a diversity of fields ranging 
from biotechnology to human nutrition to mathematics. Common amongst all research areas 
is their contribution towards economic growth, employment and towards solving a wide range 
of challenges facing society, including: climate change, sustainability, effective energy supply, 
biological production, environmental challenges, food safety, lifestyle diseases and information 
security. 

The Faculty’s researchers and students have access to a research infrastructure of the highest 
order. Among other things, one of the Faculty’s newest instrument centres, Danseis, makes it 
possible to conduct seismic measurements for geological descriptions of the structure of the 
Earth on an unprecedented scale. Using DanSeis’ new methods and instruments, measurements 
reaching down to 500-1000 km beneath the earth’s surface can be achieved – a far cry from the 
6-10 km depths accessed using current methods deployed in the oil industry.

Professional and academic depth attracts 
 talented researchers
Professional and academic excellence at SCIENCE attracts international top researchers. More 
than half of the Faculty’s research is financed by grants from national and public councils and 
funds, as well as from international funds, including those sponsored by the EU. The Faculty’s 
researchers have received more than 15 grants from the prestigious European Research Council 
(ERC). Via the EU’s Seventh Framework Programme (FP7), SCIENCE has been able to capture half 
of the combined Marie Curie postdoc fellowships in Denmark. This positions the Faculty well 
for participation in the EU’s new framework programme, Horizon 2020, together with Danish 
partner firms. Furthermore, Faculty researchers have been awarded two of four national UNIK 
grants: UNIK Synthetic Biology and UNIK Food, Fitness and Pharma.

Research collaboration 
SCIENCE’s research environments provide a host of opportunities for collaborative ventures and 
mutually beneficial partnerships. A number of the Faculty’s researchers have, together with the 
Technical University of Denmark (DTU), Aarhus University, Aalborg University and three firms, 



received DKK 86 million from the Danish National Advanced Technology Foundation – the 
largest grant ever awarded by the Foundation. The grant is being used to establish a national 
technology platform with the capacity to eventually map the Danish gene pool. One of the 
centre’s first goals will be to develop a cancer vaccine. 

Another example is the NanoGeoScience group, which is involved in numerous large projects. 
Among the projects is one in which researchers are attempting to discover if it is possible, using 
nano-scale techniques, to increase the amount of oil that can be extracted from the calcareous 
bottom of the North Sea. 

Basic Science Centres
SCIENCE hosts 15 basic research centres: 
Centre for Quantum Devices

Head of Centre: Charlie Marcus, Niels Bohr Institute

Centre for Dynamic Molecular Interaction

Head of Centre: Barbara Ann Halkier, Department of Plant and Environmental Sciences

Centre for Permafrost

Head of Centre: Bo Elberling, Department of Geosciences and Natural Resource Management 

Centre for Macroecology, Evolution and Climate

Head of Centre: Carsten Rahbek, Department of Biology

Centre for Symmetry and Deformation

Head of Centre: Jesper Grodal, Department of Mathematical Sciences

Centre for Particle Physics

Head of Centre: Peter Hansen, Niels Bohr Institute

Centre for Star and Planet Formation

Head of Centre: Martin Bizzarro, Natural History Museum of Denmark

Centre for GeoGenetics

Head of Centre: Eske Willerslev, Natural History Museum of Denmark

Centre for Ice and Climate

Head of Centre: Dorthe Dahl-Jensen, Niels Bohr Institute

Centre for Models of Life  

Head of Centre: Kim Sneppen, Niels Bohr Institute

Dark Cosmology Centre

Head of Centre: Jens Hjort, Niels Bohr Institute

Centre for Social Evolution

Head of Centre: Jacobus Boomsma, Department of Biology

Danish-Chinese Centre for Molecular Nano-Electronics

Head of Centre: Bo Wegge Lauersen, Nano-Science Center

Nordic Center for Earth Evolution

Grant Recipient: Minik Rosing, Natural History Museum of Denmark

Centre for Quantum Optics

Head of Centre: Eugene Polzik, Niels Bohr Institute
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About the Faculty 
•  There are 4,400 employees at SCIENCE, including 1,000 PhD students
• 9,000 full-time BSc and MSc students
• The Faculty has 22 BSc programmes of study and 37 MSc programmes
• SCIENCE has an annual turnover of DKK 2.5 billion 
• SCIENCE is composed of 12 departments

www.science.ku.dk

For further information, please contact: 
Associate Dean for Research 
Morten Pejrup
profor@science.ku.dk
Mobile: +45 4041 9146


