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SCIENCE
Private and public sector 
 collaboration

t h e  fac u lt y  o f  s c i e n c e
t h e  u n i ve r s i t y  o f  co pe n h ag e n



Why work with SCIENCE?
Research and innovation is the key to solving the significant challenges that confront our 
planet, from increased pressure upon natural resources to climate change to lifestyle diseases 
and beyond. Close collaboration and knowledge transfer amongst business, industry, public 
authorities and universities form a foundation for being able to develop the many necessary 
solutions to these challenges. SCIENCE is Denmark’s largest natural sciences research and edu-
cation institution, whose deep commitment to both fundamental science and applied science 
research makes it a unique partner for private and public sector collaboration. 

Teaming up with a university provides access to research-based knowledge, cutting edge 
equipment and technology, and the academic competencies of students. A recently released 
report states that collaboration between the University of Copenhagen and the private sector 
creates a positive effect for individual firms and the University. 

(www.erhverv.ku.dk/downloads/DAMVAD_fullversion.pdf)

Strategy for private and public sector 
 collaboration
SCIENCE desires dedicated and fruitful research and educational collaboration with the private 
sector and public authorities.  In accordance with that desire, the Faculty has developed a 
strategy guided by three primary goals:
•  Increased interaction with private firms across academic disciplines for the purpose of 

spurring growth and competitiveness
•  Increased job preparedness among BSc, MSc and PhD students 

so that they can benefit from job opportunities and career paths
•  More contracts with the public authorities with a view to 

 supporting decisions of importance to society

SCIENCE’s goal is to be the preferred partner of firms, advi-

sors, public authorities and organisations within the natural 

and life sciences when knowledge and collaboration at the 

highest level is sought. 



Specifically, we focus on:

• Entering into strategic partnerships and research projects

• Educating innovative and entrepreneurial graduates  

• Flexible handling of IPR 

• Research-based public sector collaboration

• Offering firm-specific continued education and professional development

• Offering access to advanced research facilities and infrastructure

Examples of external collaboration
SCIENCE is a robust private and public sector partner in, among others, the following four areas: 
•  Food/ Nutrition – Research and education related to human nutrition and food science 

are conducted in close cooperation with external partners. This collaboration leads to, for 
example, the development and production of new foodstuffs or the production of knowledge 
related to the regulation of appetite, obesity and cardiovascular diseases. The University of 
Copenhagen and the Technical University of Denmark have entered into a strategic agreement 
to strengthen the food area for the benefit of both industry and society. 

•  Bio-based society – Collaboration with numerous firms in a range of larger ventures and 
specific research projects devoted to the future deployment of biological raw materials instead 
of fossil fuels. Focus on the development of green energy and second-generation bioethanol, 
increased production of biomass and its subsequent consequences upon nature and the 
environment, as well as biorefining.

•  Smart IT – Strong IT competency at SCIENCE has fostered broad engagement with the 
private sector, particularly via the Department of Computer Science’s Business Club. The Club 
offers firms professional sparring, as well as access to shared research projects. Examples of 
collaborations include the development of a computer language able to evaluate financial 
models and the development of a system for physical rehabilitation that makes use of motion 
sensors.  

•  Chemistry/ Physics – The establishment of large centres such as the Nano Science Center 
(www.nano.ku.dk), has enabled collaborative research with external partners on the 
development of new materials, for example. Similarly, the Space Science Center (www.space.
ku.dk) is engaged in a broad scope of projects which use satellite data in relation to land and 
forestry usage, climate studies, navigation, environmental surveillance and resource mapping.
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About the Faculty
•    There are 4,400 employees at SCIENCE, including 1,000 PhD students
• 9,000 full-time BSc and MSc students
• The Faculty has 22 BSc programmes of study and 37 MSc programmes
• SCIENCE has an annual turnover of DKK 2.5 billion 
• SCIENCE is composed of 12 departments

www.science.ku.dk

For further information, please contact: 
Associate Dean for Private and Public Sector Services
Erik Bisgaard Madsen
proem@science.ku.dk
Mobile: +45 4045 0883


