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Our tour begins with Aalborg’s 
greatest treasure, Jens Bang’s 
House, the finest example of 
renaissance domestic architec-
ture in Northern Europe, built 
in 1642 by the wealthy mer-
chant Jens Bang. With a typical 
renaissance love of splendour 
he was also gifted, argumenta-
tive and obstinate. His house, 
with its five stories, stood out 
ostentatiously and its rich or-
namentation was a challenge to 
the other respectable citizens.
It was rumoured that Jens 
Bang had revenged himself on 
his enemies by caricaturing 
them in the many grotesque 
carvings on the facade of his 
house. In spite of being the 
wealthiest man in town, he had 
never been made a member of 
the town council, and he can be 
seen to this day on the south 
façade sticking out his tongue 
at the Town Hall, from which 
the town was ruled by its two 
burgomasters and 12 council-
lors. 

For over 300 years, Bang’s 
magnificent building has been 
the home of Aalborg´s oldest 
pharmacy, and during this long 
period the house has never 
been sold.
 
The Town Hall sneered at by 
Jens Bang was the predecessor 
of the present building. The 

year 1759 on the north side 
and 1762 on the front indicate 
the period in which it was built. 
Above the main entrance is a 
bust of  King Frederik V, the 
national coat of arms and a Lat-
in inscription, Soli Deo Gloria 
(Glory to God Alone) and over 
the door the King’s motto, Pru-
dentia et Constantia ( Prudence 
and Constancy). On both sides 
of the entrance to this graceful, 
yellow-painted, rococo building 
the only remaining gas lamps 
in Aalborg can be seen.

The square in front of the town 
hall is the oldest in the city and 
marks the city centre. Here 
stood the courthouse and the 
place of execution, the gallows 
and the pillory. Distances from 
Aalborg are still measured from 
this place and the stone column 
in the middle of the square is 
the zero kilometre stone. The 
bank building opposite the 
town hall is a modified copy of 
the Lichtenberg Mansion in 
the city of Horsens. Cross the 
square towards it and follow 
its west side where a sign says 
Strandstien and continue up to 
Algade, turn to the right past 
Grotums Gaard, which was a 

THE BUDOLFI 
TOUR

Entrance to Town Hall.
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school from 1738-1911, and you 
are now at Budolfi Cathedral 
or the Cathedral Church of St. 
Botolph, of which the baroque 
spire is the trademark of the 
city. The building which we see 
today is the result of 800 years 
of rebuilding and expansion. 
The most recent is the east 
end marked by a cross on the 
ridge of the roof. The former 
entrance to the church was 
on the north side, but now the 
main entrance is at the west 
end. However, admittance can 
be gained from Algade through 
the porch, which is a former 
Catholic chapel with some fine 
frescoes. The symbols of the 
four evangelists can be seen 
on the cross-vaulting. Above 
the open archway can be seen 
the sacrifice of Isaac and the 
legend of the fig tree which, on 
the orders of the infant Jesus, 
bowed down so that Joseph 
and Mary could pick and eat its 
fruit on their Flight into Egypt.

On the south wall are St. 
Catherine of Alexandria and 

some strange small centaurs. 
In the body of the church, 
notice especially the altar piece 
(1689) and the pulpit (1692) 
both carved by Lauridtz Jensen 
from Essenbæk and the marble 
font, a gift in 1727 from Maren 
Grotum. Note also the gal-
lery in the north aisle with its 
illustrations of the Ten Com-
mandments. A similar gallery 

Fresco in Budolfi Cathedral.

The Cathedral from Algade.
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in the south aisle illustrates 
Christ’s sufferings and also 
bears the names of a number of 
prominent Aalborg citizens of 
around 1650.
To the west of the Cathedral 
lies the post office built in 
1908-1910 by the architect H. 
Kampmann in manor house 
style. At the top of the tower 
there were many small open-
ings – now bricked-up. Until 
a few years ago this was the 
home of the only publicly-
employed carrier pigeons in 
Denmark. 

The next building is the Aal-
borg Historical Museum, 
home of changing exhibitions 
in addition to the permanent 
collection of local history, 
prehistory to the industrial 
age, and glassware from North 
Jutland. Old silverware made 
in Aalborg is also on display. 
Do notice the fine room from 
1602 – a renaissance interior 
unbeaten in Scandinavia.
Admission daily from 10 am to 
5 pm, closed on Mondays.

After visiting the museum, 
return past the post office 
and turn left down the alley 
between the post office and the 
neighbouring building.

Turn to the right along Adel-
gade until you have C.W Obels 
Plads on your left hand. Until 
1896 this was the site of the 
well-known C.W Obel Tobacco 
Works.

Across the square you can see 
the three-storey, red and white, 
half-timbered building which 
dates from 1580 and is part of 
“ Brix’s Gaard”. It includes the 
remains of a medieval stone 
building.

On the opposite side of the 
square there is the entrance 
to the former Monastery of 
the Holy Ghost. The order of 
the Holy Ghost was founded 
in the south of France where 
Guy de Montpellier started a 
brotherhood in about 1180. In 
1204 the Pope called him to 
Rome to head the monastery 
of San Spirito in Sassia and to 
be the Grand Master of all the 
monasteries of the Order.

For many years, the prior in 
Aalborg was deputy for the 
Grand Master in the whole 
of Scandinavia, a fact which 
emphasizes the importance of 
the Aalborg monastery. The 
building was erected in several 
stages during the 15th century 
and the beginning of the 16th 
century, this can be seen in the 
brick patterns of the stepped 
gables. It was a combined 
monastery and convent with a 
section for monks and one for 
nuns. Their duties were to care 
for the sick and aged; a task 
which has been carried out 
here ever since the foundation 
of the monastery. This is one of 
the largest and best-preserved 
monasteries in Denmark; it 

The “Aalborg Room” in the Historical 
Museum.
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lacks only its original church 
building. From the outer 
courtyard with its old fountain, 
proceed through the gateway 
into the nuns’ courtyard. The 
corresponding monks’ court-
yard has been converted into a 
garden and is not open to the 
public.

Leaving the monastery retrace 
your steps past the corner 
house, built originally as the 
private home of the Obel family. 
In Adelgade note the two stone 
tablets in the south wall of the 
monastery which bear witness 
to the fact that Aalborg Cathe-
dral School had its home here 
from 1554 to 1848.

Follow the wall down to Lati- 
nergyden which was originally 
a watercourse. Up and down 
these steps women have toiled 
through the narrow alley with 
their buckets and laundry. Its 
name is derived from the Latin 
scholars, but children call it the 
mousetrap. You now come out 
into the street called Gravens-
gade, the first of Aalborg’s 
pedestrian areas.

Turn to the left and walk up to 
Algade, turn to the right and 
look across at the half-timbered 
house on the corner of Tien-
deladen – a name which refers 
to the tithe barn of the since 
demolished St. Peder’s Church.

At the end of Algade you will 
find the Hotel Phønix. The 
old part of the hotel was built 
in1783 as the winter residence 
of Brigadier William Halling 
of Dronninglund – a fabled 
gentleman who had brought 
with him enormous riches, 
accumulated during his stay 
in India. From this spot, you 
can catch a glimpse of two of 
Aalborg’s most prized sculp-
tures. On your left the Goose 
Girl, presented to the city in 
1937 by C.W. Obel and on 
your right the Cimbrian Bull. 
Walk towards the Bull, noting 
on the way a few beautifully 
restored buildings which were 
preserved when this main road 

Fountain, Monastery of the Holy Ghost.

Latinergyden.



was built through the city in 
the 1930’s

At the Bull turn to the right 
along Bispensgade as far as 
the small fountain and then left 
along Vesterå for a few yards 
before turning to the right at 
a little yellow house which 
faced the watercourse formerly 
running between the houses at 
this point. The water was put to 
good use at a water mill called 
“Nymølle”. Follow the narrow 
“Nymøllestræde” to Jomfru 
Ane Gade.

A “jomfru” is a maiden, but who 
Jomfru Ane was is a question 
which remains unanswered. 
In its less than 200 yards, this 
street contains 26 of Aalborg’s 
most popular establishments 
with food and drink. Halfway 
down the street, there is a 
large three-storey building in 
neoclassical style with pilasters. 
It was built in 1813 and housed 
Aalborg Cathedral School from 
1848 to 1889. Walk through 
the gate into the “schoolyard” 
and see the old, but restored 
gymnasium and a warehouse 
now convertet into the Jomfru 
Ane Theatre.

Passing the multi-storey car 
park you come out to the street 
called Ved Stranden. The yel-
low building in Empire style 
built in 1816 carries a vine and 
Bacchus relief, revealing that it 
was built by a wine merchant. It 
now contains restaurants.

Take the next turn to the right 
into Maren Turis Gade. Maren 
was the wife of a 16th century’ 
mayor. In spite of this, she was 
accused of witchcraft but was 
acquitted. She probably lived 
in No. 10 which, together with 
No. 4, has been beautifully 
restored by private means. The 
demolition of No. 8 has left a 
space where old half-timbered 
work can be examined before 
going through the yard of No. 
6, Jørgen Olufsens’s House. 
This is the best preserved mer-
chant’s house from the Renais-
sance to be found in Denmark. 
The three-storeyed warehouse 
is equipped with hoists and 
the doors to the grain lofts can 
still be seen. In the gateway 
on Østerågade, note the iron 
bar and hook on which scales 
were hung so that goods could 
be weighed and customers 
ensure that they were not being 
cheated. Seen from Østerågade 
the building consists of a stone 
structure with its gable end 

The Goose Girl on Vesterbro.

Relief of Bacchus on 7 Ved Stranden.
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facing the street and a half-
timbered wing.

The stone structure with its 
high steps is richly decorated. 
Above the sandstone portal 
with its male and female sup-
porting figures, can be seen 
the initials of the mayor, Jørgen 
Olufsen, who had this house 
built in 1616. A little higher in 
a niche there is the figure of a 
charming woman who carries 
her 360 years remarkably well. 
She is known as the Aalborg 
Girl. From the yard of “Danske 
Bank” you can see the whole 
length of the south wing right 
over to Maren Turis Gade, 
an impressive sight. Jørgen 
Olufsen was a brother of Jens 
Bang.

When Bang saw this house he 
is reported to have said, “Do 
you call this a house? Now I’ll 
show you how to build a real 
house.” So saying, he ordered 
the building of that house of 
stone which was our starting 
point.

Today a street like other 
streets, Østerågade was once a 
waterway and shipping wharf. 

Where buses run today there 
once lay ships with their car-
goes of goods of all sorts.

Tour number one is ended. If 
you have seen enough on this 
occasion, a few steps will take 
you back to the starting point 
and the shopping streets of the 
city. If on the other hand you 
have energy to spare you can 
continue to tour number two.

Hofinterieur. “Jørgen Olufsens Gård”.

Jørgen Olufsen’s House.
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This brochure, which is presented by the 
C. W. Obel Foundation and the Aalborg 
Tourist Association, is intended to guide 
you on a stroll through the old parts of 
Aalborg.
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Walk along Østerågade in the 
direction towards the harbour, 
but before reaching the water, 
turn right and proceed to the 
large, white building with the 
stepped gable end. This is Aal-
borghus, built between 1539 
and 1555 by King Christian 
III to intimidate the citizens 
and farmers of North Jutland, 
who had been in revolt; but 
the building never became the 
fortress which the King had 
envisaged. Partly because of 
a lack of drinking water in the 
locality but also because the 
rebels had already been firmly 
subdued. Instead the building 
became the residence of the 
King’s representative and a 
storage place for the enormous 
payments in kind, which were 
exacted from the inhabitants of 
the whole of Northern Jutland 
and the area surrounding the 
western end of the Limfjord. 
Now it contains some adminis-
trative offices.

The wall facing the water is two 
feet thick and built of stone and 
brick. The two broad openings 
at the bottom are embrasures. 
The appearance of the mono-
grams of King Christian IV 

THE OUR LADY 
TOUR

Entrance to Aalborghus.
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and King Frederik IV over the 
gateway refers to alterations 
and repairs carried out. Walk 
through the gateway into the 
courtyard (open 8 am-4 pm). 
Seen from here, the building 
looks more like the home of 
a successful merchant than a 
castle. In the coach house to 
the right, there is an extremely 
sombre dungeon built into the 
thickness of the wall, lacking 
light and with fetters set in the 
floor. To be imprisoned her 
must have cost a lot in terms of 
health, if not life itself.

Under the earthwork to the 
west, underground passages 
and casemates may be visited. 
There is darkness and mystery 
enough here for even the most 
sober imagination to work 
upon. Much of the building 
material used has been taken 
from earlier buildings: boul-
ders, ancient bricks and church 
masonry have been used.

From the courtyard, a gate 
at the west end of the short 
south wing gives access to the 
grounds. Take this route and 
ascend the raised earthworks 
to get a better view. You can 

pass through a door (usually 
open) and come out onto Ny-
torv. This was created in 1604 
by King Christian IV as a place 
for mustering the horses which 
he bought in Northern Jutland 
for the use of his army. All 
the buildings on Nytorv have 
been renovated within living 
memory, except No. 1. It was 
built in 1805 in Empire style 
by Hans Wigelsen and was the 
first private house on the castle 
property.

Turn left along Nytorv to the 
first crossing and turn right 
into Slotsgade. Now a pedestri-
an street, this was the old route 
taken by the farmers on their 
way to the castle with their tax 
payments in the form of corn.

Having reached Bredegade, the 
site of a fair formerly held each 
November 1st, turn to the left. 
Further along on the corner 
of Fjordgade and Nørregade 
there is a building from before 
1600, somewhat altered but 
beautifully restored as are the 
other houses on the north side 
af Nørregade as far as the new 
Civic Centre.

Walk along Fjordgade and 
notice on the right side the 
two half-timbered houses. The 
red one, moved from Vesterå, 
is late 16th century, whilst the 
yellow one, moved from Katte-
vad, was originally two houses 
from the early 19th century. In 
the yard at the back, a stable 
building from Hjort’s House 
in Slotsgade has been erected. 
The reconstructed buildings 
together with the varying 
exteriors of the existing houses 
on Nørregade, have been 

Prison cell at Aalborghus.
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combined to create a charming 
courtyard which is in stark con-
trast to the concrete forms of 
the neighbouring department 
store and multi-storey car park.

Taking the narrow passage 
between the houses you come 
out into the street of Nørregade 
and turn left past Grønning’s 
House with its beautiful and un-
spoilt side wing standing in the 
protection of the last remaining 
trees in this street.

Opposite the Civic Centre, 
which contains the City council 
chamber and Central Library, 
notice No. 18 and its well-
preserved gates in Empire 
style. Above the gate there is a 
stone tablet recording the fire 
which destroyed the former 
house and its neighbour on the 

night of 9th-10th April 1804. 
Here, too, there is a memorial 
inscription. No. 22, which dates 
from the second half of the 18th 
century, has the last Empire 
door with fine carvings left in 
the street.

Today, Nørregade is a pedes-
trian street, but it was formerly 
the approach road from the 
east where the well-to-do farm-
ers from out of town stabled 
their horses and traded with 
the merchants.

Continue to the next corner. On 
the corner of Sct. Hans Gade 
there is a half-timbered build-
ing where there was formerly 
a tannery. Tanning, which 
requires large quantities of 
water, could be carried on here 
because of the proximity of the 
watercourse called Østergra- 
ven, which was the eastern lim-
it of the city. Its course can still 
be distinguished between the 
tall red building and the yellow 
house which bears the name 
“Haabet”. In former times, a 
military guardhouse stood here 
with a parade ground in front.
From 1816 to 1857 it was a 
military hospital, then replaced 

No. 4 Fjordgade, formerly No. 9 Vesterå.

Grønning’s House. Nørregade.

12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  13



by the café “Haabet”. On the 
square there is now a statue 
“Faun with a Boy Satyr” by Otto 
Evens (1826-95).

Turn into Øster Gravensgade 
and continue to the right along 
Søndergade where the build-
ings are either restored or new. 
This has been the site of an 
extensive reconstruction opera-
tion which has covered the area 
between Nørregade, Øster 
Gravensgade, Søndergade and 
Bredegade in order to open up 
an area of grass, pathways and 
resting places to the public. 
From being a mere back street, 
Søndergade has now become a 
desirable residential area with 
good houses that are attracting 
residents to the centre of the 
city and thus ensuring life in 
these parts even after the shops 
have closed for the day.

The side street Klokkestøber-
gade is also included in this 
plan. Whilst the east side is 
almost completely renovated, 
the west side is intact with its 
10 small 18th century houses, 
which, together with two at the 

bend in the road, were present-
ed to the Church of Our Lady 
by the merchant Jens Jensen 
Nørretranders in 1772, in 
return for an assurance that he 
and his wife would be secure in 
their old age.

These well-preserved houses 
were formerly rented dwillings 
but are now owner-occupied. 
In Niels Ebbesens Gade there 
is a red half-timbered building 
which was moved to this site 
when the present post office 
in Algade was built. Together 
with the building behind it, 
it used to be the home of the 
North Jutland Library. Since 
1981, the buildings have been 
used for various purposes by 
the Church of Our Lady, the 
Emigration Archives and the 
Aalborg City Archives. In the 
Middle Ages the Convent of 
Mary stood here and, later, the 
School of Our Lady until 1879.

Follow Sct. Peders Stræde to 
Peder Barkes Gade with its row 
of colourful, small houses. In 
the space between the numbers 
22 and 24 there was formerly 
a watercourse which helped to 

A house moved to Niels Ebbesens Gade.

Gateway to 18 Nørregade.
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feed the stream which supplied 
water to the castle moat.

You are now at the Church of 
Our Lady (Vor Frue Kirke), a 
brick building in Romanesque 
style built in 1878, but with 
origins stretching right back 
to the start of the 12th century. 
Evidence of this can be seen 
in the granite portal on Peder 
Barkes Gade, which is the old-
est and best-preserved work of 
art in Aalborg. The dog-tooth 
pattern on the arch and the 
surrounding reliefs are witness 
to the influence of the English 
Norman style from the period 
after 1066. Above can be seen 
the figure of Christ surrounded 
by the symbols of the four 
Evangelists, the eagle of St. 
John, the lion of St. Mark, the 
angel of St. Matthew and the ox 
of St. Luke. On one side, near 
Christ’s hand raised in bless-
ing can be seen the raising of 
Lazarus and on the other the 
Flight into Egypt. St. Peter with 
the Keys of Heaven can be seen 
under the arch. Apart from 

these good, Christian symbols 
there are a number of heathen 
symbols – evil and frightening, 
man-eating dragons and lions, 
a centaur, a wild boar, a basilisk 
and a man’s head with two lion 
bodies. A little to the side is the 
figure of Herod, illustrating the 
British legend of the stable boy 
who told Herod about the star 
of Bethlehem and was stoned 
for his pains, and the Slaughter 
of the Innocent was begun. The 
story in relief must be read 
from right to left, which was 
usual in the early Middle Ages.

Entering the church from the 
north side, you will see the 
tomb of Mayor Jørgen Olufsen 
with its life-size portrait figure; 
the chapel of the Lunge family 
containing the epitaphs of Ove 
Lunge and his descendants, his 
wife’s font in the chancel and 
Mayor Povl Pop’s pulpit sup-
ported by a strange manikin. 
In the chapel of the Høg family 
with its elaborate wrought iron 
gates, note the large, name-
less epitaph and the marble 
sarcophagus of Lord Lieutenant 
Pentz and his wife Maren Gro-
tum. The walls of the side aisles 
bear a large number of epitaphs 
from the Renaissance which is 
worth studying. For example, 

Stone relief of Herod on Church of our 
Lady.

Peder Barkes Gade.
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note that of Severinus Olai 
(Søren Olsen) and Johannes 
Joannis on the South wall 
near the pulpit. The woman to 
the right is Dorte Jensdatter 
Kjærulf. She had been mar-
ried to each of the men and 
had three daughters with the 
first, Søren. On his death, she 
presented to the church a silver 
wine cruet, which is still in 
use. In 1620 she was burnt as 
a witch.

Leaving the church, go along 
Peder Barkes Gade to Brede- 
gade and take two turns to the 
left to find yourself in one of the 
few remaining L-shaped streets 
of the many there once were. 
This is called Hjelmerstald. 
Much has been done by the 
Society for the Preservation 
of Old Houses in collaboration 
with the City of Aalborg and 
private owners to preserve 
these houses and turn this into 
a model development area.

At the end of the street, turn 
right into Møllegade and follow 
this up to Algade where you 
may finish your tour by visiting 
the Franciscan Monastery 
(A museum open from May 
2001. The entrance is opposite 
the Hennes & Mauritz shop at 
Algade 19. Admission charge). 
A Franciscan Monastery was 
established in Aalborg in about 
1250. In the well-preserved 
monastery ruins there is a 
display about this important 
religious house and the ancient 
history of the city, from trading 
centre in about AD 900 to the 
13th century. To get back to the 
starting point, go along Algade 
to the left until you reach the 
main crossing. From here you 

can see the cathedral and Jens 
Bang’s House in whose base-
ment you can find refreshment 
after your walk.

Hjelmerstald.

Your companions on this stroll are Svend 
B. Olesen, who has specialized in local 
history and the architect Christian Lom-
borg, who has made the sketches.
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